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may decide to conciliate them. But I want to be free to do it
myself. We would agree for a time to maintain some of the
white army in India, but they tell us that Tommies can't be trans-
ferred to the control of an Indian Government

H. N. B They can't be transferred without their consent I should think
that many of them, would agree to re-enlist, under satisfactory conditions, in an
Indian army.

G Yes, that might be the solution, but when the army
is reduced, I'm afraid that will add to the number of your
unemployed.

H. N. B. Would you, then, if the principle of India's control were
granted, be willing to negotiate over the numbers and cost of the reduced
white garrison which you would be willing to maintain for a term of years ^

G. Yes, we will agree to anything of that kind, if it is in
the interest of India.

H. N. B.    Well, I think that would   be rather to our interest than yours.
G.    All the same, we would agree to that.

H N. B It's the principle of control that makes the difficulty, I don't
think you'll get that. Reduction is another matter; in some degree you'll get
that We are going into the Disarmament Conference presently: this might be
part of our contribution to world disarmament.

G. I've said what I want. My terms are known. But they
are all holding back, as if they were afraid to say what they'll
grant. But I'm quite prepared to wait.

H. N B Things are bound to move slowly while we are absorbed in
our economic crisis. That may be an advantage, however A wise statesman
could make a reasonable settlement without the fear of popular clamour.

G. What has astonished me is the friendliness of the workers
whom I have been meeting here in Bow.

THE ARTIST    It's the middle class that is hostile.

G. I'll get at them through the workers. The real difficulty
is that they have no conception of what India is suffering.
They sincerely believe that India is the brightest jewel in the
British crown. They are honestly proud of the record of British
rule. It never enters their mind that there can be anything
amiss.

THE ARTIST: I'm only an outsider, but isn't there another difficulty?
Are not the Indian Princes the worst obstacle in your path?